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Abstract 
This article is devoted to a comprehensive analysis of the historiography of the history of commanderies 

of the Masonic Order of Knights Templar in the United States. The study covers the period from the mid-
nineteenth to the early twenty-first century and is based on a body of regional, commemorative, and modern 
scholarly publications. The main stages in the development of historiography are identified: the early 
descriptive-apologetic stage, the commemorative-institutional stage, the systematizing stage, and the 
modern analytical stage. It is demonstrated that the formation of the historiographical tradition took place 
predominantly within the Order itself, which determined its specific features—namely, its orientation toward 
the preservation of corporate memory, the recording of membership, and the legitimation of institutional 
continuity. Particular attention is given to regional differences (New England, the Midwest, and the South), 
as well as to the role of commemorative publications as a key genre. Contemporary studies reveal a transition 
to academic methods, including source criticism, the use of archival materials, and the study of material 
culture. The article concludes that historiography has evolved from an internal memorial narrative to a 
scholarly interpretation of Freemasonry as a social institution. 

Keywords: Freemasonry, Knights Templar, historiography, commanderies, Grand Commandery, 
United States, commemorative publications, source studies, material culture, institutional history. 

 
1. Introduction 
The historiography of the Masonic Order of Knights Templar in the United States represents a specific 

field of study situated at the intersection of institutional memory, symbolic tradition, and historical 
scholarship. Unlike academic historiography formed within a university environment, the majority of works 
on the history of commanderies were produced within the Order itself by its members. 

Commanderies, as the principal organizational units of Templar Masonry, performed not only 
administrative functions but also acted as centers for the formation of historical narrative. As a result, an 
extensive body of local histories emerged, devoted to the development of individual commanderies, regional 
jurisdictions, and Grand Commanderies. 

The purpose of this article is to systematize this historiographical tradition, to identify the main stages of 
its development, and to analyze the transformation of methodological approaches from descriptive forms to 
modern analytical research. 

 
2. Discussion 
The historiography of the history of commanderies exhibits several distinctive features. 
First, it is based predominantly on internal sources, including minutes of meetings, reports of Grand 

Commanderies, membership lists, and commemorative publications. These materials constitute the 
foundation of most historical reconstructions. 

Second, a significant portion of the works is represented by commemorative publications dedicated to 
milestone anniversaries (25th, 50th, 100th anniversaries), which largely determined both their structure and 
their objectives. 

Third, early studies are characterized by a limited degree of critical analysis and are primarily descriptive 
in nature, aimed at preserving corporate memory. 
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3. Results 
3.1. Early Historiographical Tradition (Mid-19th Century) 
The early stage in the formation of the historiography of the Masonic Order of Knights Templar in the 

United States is represented by works of the mid-nineteenth century, which may be conventionally classified 
as belonging to a descriptive-apologetic school. Among the most illustrative examples are the studies of 
Theodore S. Gourdin (Gourdin, 1855) and Alfred Creigh (Creigh, 1867), which constitute some of the first 
attempts at a systematic interpretation of the history of the Order on American soil. 

Gourdin’s work (Gourdin, 1855), composed in the form of a ceremonial address to the members of the 
South Carolina Encampment, demonstrates the characteristic features of early Masonic historiography. 
Above all, it is oriented less toward a critical investigation of the past than toward its symbolic interpretation. 
The author seeks to emphasize the antiquity and sacred character of the Order, linking American Templar 
structures with the medieval European tradition. In this context, historical argumentation is often 
subordinated to rhetoric aimed at strengthening corporate identity and reinforcing the moral authority of the 
organization. 

Similar features can be observed in Creigh’s work (Creigh, 1867), devoted to the history of Templar 
Masonry in Pennsylvania. Despite a more developed documentary base, including early records and 
information on the activities of commanderies, this study also retains a distinctly apologetic orientation. 
The author presents the Order as a continuous and legitimate institution, emphasizing its stability and 
significance within public life. Particular attention is given to the recording of founding dates, membership 
lists, and key events, while critical analysis of sources remains largely absent. 

The works of this period share several defining characteristics. First, they are oriented toward affirming 
historical continuity between the medieval Order of the Knights Templar and modern Masonic structures, 
reflecting the ideological needs of the fraternity. Second, considerable attention is devoted to ritual and 
symbolic elements, which are treated as the foundation of the Order’s identity. Third, the style of exposition 
is distinctly rhetorical and publicistic, a feature explained by the origin of many of these texts as public 
addresses, commemorative speeches, and ceremonial orations. 

Moreover, early historiography does not clearly distinguish between history, tradition, and myth. 
The historical narrative is constructed as part of the internal culture of the Order and serves primarily a 
memorial and consolidating function. These texts were intended for members of the fraternity and 
functioned as instruments for transmitting values, reinforcing unity, and legitimizing the existing 
organizational structure. 

Thus, the early historiographical tradition of the mid-nineteenth century laid the foundations for 
subsequent studies of the history of commanderies, establishing a durable narrative model that combined 
elements of historical description, symbolic interpretation, and corporate ideology. Despite its limitations 
from the standpoint of scholarly criticism, these works became the starting point for the further development 
of the historiography of the Masonic Order of Knights Templar in the United States. 

 
3.2. Institutional-Commemorative School (Late 19th – Early 20th Century) 
The next stage in the development of the historiography of the Masonic Order of Knights Templar in the 

United States is associated with the emergence of the so-called commemorative (jubilee) school, which 
became widespread in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Among the most representative 
works of this trend are those by Jesse B. Anthony (Anthony, 1882), Stephen Berry (Berry, 1882), Norman T. 
Gassette (Gassette, 1884), Edward T. Schultz (Schultz, 1891), George W. Kreamer (Kreamer, 1901), Jacob T. 
Barron (Barron, 1902), Wesley P. Rickart (Rickart, 1903), Elwood W. Goodell (Goodell, 1910), Richard A. 
Searing (Searing, 1913), and Thomas M. Jackson (Jackson, 1919). 

The emergence of this school is directly connected with the practice of celebrating commandery 
anniversaries—25th, 50th, centennial, and other commemorative milestones. The preparation for such 
events required the systematization of accumulated historical material, which in turn stimulated the 
production of extensive historical narratives devoted to individual commanderies. In contrast to earlier 
works, these studies relied on a significantly broader source base and aimed at greater factual completeness. 

One of the key features of commemorative historiography is its documentary richness. Authors actively 
utilized minutes of meetings, membership lists, financial records, correspondence, and other archival 
materials. As a result, detailed reconstructions of the institutional life of commanderies were produced, 
including founding dates, changes in membership, participation in public activities, and information about 
key figures. For example, the works of Goodell (Goodell, 1910) and Searing (Searing, 1913) represent large-
scale compilations covering decades of organizational activity. 

A second important characteristic is the biographical orientation of the historical narrative. Considerable 
attention is devoted to individual members of the commanderies—their careers, achievements, and public 
service. In effect, “galleries of distinguished brethren” are constructed, reflecting an intention to highlight the 
contributions of specific individuals to the development of the Order. In this context, the history of a 
commandery acquires a personalized dimension, while collective memory is structured through biographical 
accounts. 
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A third feature is the combination of descriptive narrative with elements of organizational and 
administrative analysis. Works of this period document changes in governance structures, the development 
of ritual practices, fluctuations in membership numbers, and the financial condition of commanderies. 
Although these observations are rarely formulated as explicit analytical conclusions, they provide a 
substantial empirical foundation for later scholarly research. 

Despite clear progress in comparison with earlier historiography, the commemorative school retained 
several limitations. Most notably, it continued to exhibit an apologetic character. The history of 
commanderies is presented as a consistent and harmonious process of development, largely devoid of 
conflicts, crises, or internal contradictions. Critical analysis of sources remains marginal, as the primary 
objective of the authors was the preservation of memory and the strengthening of corporate identity. 

Moreover, an important function of these works was the construction of institutional memory. Jubilee 
publications served as a form of “official history,” consolidating a particular vision of the past intended for 
transmission to future generations of members. They functioned not only as repositories of information but 
also as instruments of collective identity formation, emphasizing continuity, stability, and the significance of 
commanderies. 

At the same time, it was within this historiographical framework that substantial bodies of factual 
material were accumulated, which later became the basis for more critical and academically oriented studies. 
Thus, commemorative historiography occupies an intermediate position between the earlier descriptive-
apologetic works and the later analytical scholarship. 

Overall, the commemorative school of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries represents an 
important stage in the development of the historiography of the Masonic Order of Knights Templar. It is 
characterized by a transition from rhetorical narrative to document-based description, an expansion of the 
source base, and the formation of stable narrative models oriented toward the preservation and transmission 
of corporate memory. 

 
3.3. Regionally Generalizing Historiography 
At the end of the nineteenth and the beginning of the twentieth century, a new direction began to emerge 

in the historiography of the American Masonic Order of Knights Templar, which may be defined as regionally 
generalizing historiography. In contrast to commemorative histories of individual commanderies, which 
were primarily focused on local memory, personalities, and the internal life of the organization, works of this 
stage sought to move to a broader level of analysis—namely, the level of the state or even that of the Order as 
a whole. The most illustrative examples include the works of John Carson Kidd (Kidd, 1899) on the history of 
the Grand Commandery of Texas and William Lee Roy Milligan (Milligan, 1917) on Ottawa Commandery 
No. 10 in Illinois, which, despite its formal focus on a single commandery, significantly transcends the limits 
of a local jubilee history in terms of scale, methodology, and analytical scope. 

The defining feature of this historiographical direction was the attempt to combine description, statistical 
data, and institutional analysis. Whereas in the commemorative school the history of a commandery was 
typically presented as a sequence of memorable events, changes in officers, and tributes to distinguished 
members, regionally generalizing works shifted the emphasis toward governance structures, membership 
dynamics, geographic expansion, administrative systems, and the position of individual commanderies 
within a broader jurisdictional network. In this sense, history was no longer merely a record of memory but 
became an effort to understand the mechanisms of institutional growth and functioning. 

Particular importance was given to statistical material. In Kidd’s work (Kidd, 1899), statistics are not an 
auxiliary appendix but a central means of representing the historical process. Through data on membership, 
the establishment of commanderies, and the administrative development of the Grand Commandery of 
Texas, the author demonstrates not only a chronology of events but also the logic of institutional expansion. 
Statistics thus function both as evidence of vitality and growth and as a tool for structuring historical 
knowledge. This approach marks a transition from purely memorial writing to a more systematic 
understanding of history as a set of measurable processes. 

Milligan’s work (Milligan, 1917), although formally local, represents a different yet closely related form of 
generalization. It is not simply a history of a single commandery but an extensive compendium situating 
Ottawa Commandery No. 10 within the broader development of Templar Masonry in Illinois. Such works aim 
to present local organizations as components of a larger system, and their histories as reflections of broader 
institutional trends. In this respect, Milligan expands the framework of commandery history by integrating 
micro-level material into a wider institutional and cultural context. 

Another important characteristic of regionally generalizing historiography is the emergence of a 
comparative perspective. Authors increasingly move beyond the uniqueness of individual commanderies and 
begin to compare development rates, organizational structures, membership composition, spheres of 
influence, and forms of institutional stability. Even when not explicitly articulated as a formal method, this 
comparative approach is embedded in the structure of the narrative, the selection of facts, and the analytical 
emphasis. As a result, the history of the Knights Templar begins to be perceived as a multi-level system in 
which individual commanderies and Grand Commanderies can be meaningfully compared. 
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It is within this historiographical school that regional differences in historical writing and interpretation 
become particularly visible. These differences are not always explicitly stated but can be clearly observed in 
narrative style, structure, source selection, and analytical priorities. 

New England: Archival Precision and Documentary Emphasis 
The northeastern tradition, particularly that of New England, is characterized by a strong inclination 

toward archival precision, accurate fact-recording, and careful attention to documentary evidence. History is 
constructed through the meticulous reproduction of minutes, dates, membership lists, decisions, and legal-
administrative formulations. The historiographical ideal here is the most complete and reliable 
reconstruction of the past based on written sources. This reflects both the region’s developed print culture 
and the prominent role of archives in Masonic life. The historian acts primarily as a custodian and 
systematizer of documentary heritage. 

The South: Symbolic and Ideological Approach 
The southern historiographical tradition tends toward a symbolic-ideological model. Here, the 

history of the Order is interpreted not only as a sequence of organizational developments but also as the 
expression of a moral, spiritual, and social mission. Southern works are marked by a rhetorical style, 
emphasis on chivalric ideals, religious justification, and symbolic continuity. Even when dealing with specific 
commanderies, authors focus on their place within a broader moral and cultural framework. This tradition 
preserves strong connections with earlier apologetic historiography, though in a more structured form. 

The Midwest: Institutional Analysis 
The Midwest represents a particularly important development, where a more explicit institutional 

analysis emerges. Here, the Order is increasingly studied in terms of organization, growth, governance, 
administrative efficiency, and structural evolution. Attention is given to the functioning of Grand 
Commanderies, the formation of subordinate bodies, membership expansion, standardization of regalia, and 
internal governance practices. In this context, the history of the Order becomes the history of an institution 
rather than merely a commemorative brotherhood. 

This approach had significant implications. First, it laid the foundation for future research oriented 
toward systemic analysis. Second, it generated a body of material suitable not only for memorial purposes 
but also for comparative historical study. Third, it introduced an understanding of commandery history as 
part of the broader development of American Masonry. 

Significance of the Regionally Generalizing School 
Overall, regionally generalizing historiography occupies a transitional position between commemorative 

traditions and later analytical scholarship of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Its significance lies in 
several key developments: the expansion of historical perspective from local to regional systems; the 
increasing use of statistics and comparison; and the identification of regional intellectual traditions—New 
England’s documentary precision, the South’s ideological orientation, and the Midwest’s institutional 
pragmatism. 

For this reason, the works of Kidd and Milligan should be viewed not merely as major historical studies 
of their time but as indicators of a transformation in historiographical logic. In them, the history of the 
Knights Templar begins to be understood not only as a subject of memory and commemoration but also as 
an object of systematization, comparison, and analytical interpretation. 

At the turn of the 1920s–1930s, a number of other works on the history of Knights Templar 
commanderies were published: on the history of Raper Commandery, No. 1 (Knights Templar…, 1925), 
J. Claude Keiper (Keiper, 1925), John Leslie Tewksbury (Tewksbury, 1930), and C.E. Baldwin (Baldwin, 
1938). 

 
3.4. The Stage of Systematization (Mid-Twentieth Century) 
By the mid-twentieth century, the historiography of the Masonic Order of Knights Templar in the United 

States entered a new phase that may be characterized as the stage of systematization. In contrast to the 
earlier apologetic tradition, as well as the subsequent commemorative (jubilee) school—primarily oriented 
toward memorialization and local identity—and the regionally generalizing approach of the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries, which expanded the scale of analysis, this stage is distinguished by a more 
mature and reflective engagement with historical material. At its core lies the aspiration to synthesize 
accumulated knowledge, structure it systematically, and subject it to critical organization. 

Among the most representative works of this period are those of Ray Vaughn Denslow (Denslow, 1947) 
and Harold A. Tireman (Tireman, 1951). These studies mark a qualitative transition from descriptive and 
compilatory traditions toward a more systematic historical analysis in which the history of the Order is 
understood as a complex, multi-layered process. In addition, other works were published during this period, 
for example: ‘History of York Commandery No. 21’ (History of York Commandery…, 1965). 

From Description to Systematization 
The principal feature of this stage is the shift from the mere accumulation of facts to their organization 

and interpretation. Whereas jubilee histories were primarily concerned with preserving memory—recording 
dates, names, events, and achievements—mid-twentieth-century works sought to interpret these data within 
broader analytical frameworks. 
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Historians began to: structure material into thematic blocks (administration, ritual, finance, social 
activity), identify stages of development of commanderies and Grand Commanderies, analyze patterns of 
change, detect regularities in institutional growth.  

As a result, historical writing moved beyond linear narrative and acquired analytical depth. 
Institutional Approach 
A defining characteristic of this stage is the emergence of a pronounced institutional approach. Scholars 

focused on: the structure of Grand Commanderies, mechanisms of governance, interactions between central 
and local bodies, processes of standardization (including regalia, ritual, and administrative practices), the 
role of offices and governing authorities.  

In Denslow’s work (Denslow, 1947), for example, the history of St. Louis Commandery No. 1 is examined 
not only as the story of a single body but as part of a broader Templar system. The author explores how the 
commandery functioned within its jurisdiction, how its role evolved over time, and how it interacted with 
other organizational units. 

Similarly, Tireman (Tireman, 1951), in his study of Detroit Commandery No. 1, presents a model of 
institutional development, analyzing phases of growth, identifying crises and periods of stabilization, and 
highlighting factors contributing to organizational resilience. In this framework, the commandery is 
understood as a dynamic institution rather than merely a fraternal community. 

Chronological Thinking and Periodization 
Another important feature of this stage is the development of periodization. Authors sought to identify 

key stages in the development of the Order: early formation, institutional expansion, periods of crisis (e.g., 
wars or economic difficulties), phases of stabilization and modernization.  

This reflects a shift toward historical thinking oriented toward identifying temporal patterns rather than 
simply recording events. The history of the Order thus comes to be understood as a process governed by 
internal developmental logic. 

Expansion of the Source Base 
The mid-twentieth century also witnessed a significant expansion and deepening of the source base. 

Researchers increasingly relied on: commandery archives, minutes of meetings, financial records, 
correspondence, printed Proceedings, earlier commemorative publications.  

At the same time, attention to source criticism increased. Although not yet reaching the standards of 
modern academic historiography, scholars began to distinguish between: documentary evidence, 
interpretation, traditional narratives.  

This development enhanced both the reliability and scholarly value of their works. 
Synthesis of the Local and the General 
A key feature of this stage is the effort to synthesize local and general levels of analysis. The commandery 

is viewed simultaneously as: an independent organizational unit, part of a regional structure, an element of a 
national system.  

This multi-level perspective contributes to a more integrated understanding of the Knights Templar 
Order in the United States. 

Decline of Apologetics and Rise of Scholarly Standards 
Compared to earlier historiographical stages, there is a noticeable decline in rhetorical and apologetic 

elements. While expressions of pride and commemoration remain (as expected in internally produced 
Masonic literature), they no longer dominate the narrative. 

Instead, greater emphasis is placed on: accuracy, structural coherence, objectivity, critical engagement 
with sources.  

Thus, historiography moves closer to academic historical discourse, even while retaining connections to 
traditional Masonic narrative forms. 

Significance of the Systematization Stage 
The mid-twentieth-century stage holds fundamental importance for the development of Templar 

historiography. First, it marks the transition from the accumulation of material to its systematic 
interpretation. Second, it establishes the institutional approach that will underpin later research. Third, it 
creates a substantial body of structured data that serves as the foundation for contemporary historiography. 

Moreover, this stage may be understood as a transitional bridge between traditional internal Masonic 
history and modern academic historical scholarship. The works of Denslow, Tireman, and their 
contemporaries extend beyond purely memorial literature, while still remaining connected to the internal 
culture of the Order. 

In sum, mid-twentieth-century historiography represents the emergence of a new type of historical 
knowledge, combining tradition and analysis, local and general perspectives, description and interpretation. 
It is precisely this synthetic character that makes this stage a key moment in the evolution of the 
historiography of the Masonic Order of Knights Templar. 

 
3.5. Modern Analytical Historiography 
The modern stage in the development of the historiography of the Masonic Order of Knights Templar 

may be defined as analytical. In contrast to earlier phases—the apologetic, commemorative (jubilee), and 
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systematizing stages—this period is characterized by a transition toward full-fledged scholarly research. 
Within this framework, the history of commanderies is approached as a complex socio-institutional 
phenomenon, subject to critical and interdisciplinary analysis. Here we may identify the works of such 
authors as: Benjamin F. Hill (Hill, 2010), Alexander C. Cherkas (Cherkas, 2025; Cherkas, 2025a; Cherkas, 
2025b; Cherkas, 2025c). 

Expansion of Research Problematic 
A key feature of contemporary historiography is the expansion of research questions. Whereas earlier 

studies focused primarily on the internal history of individual commanderies, modern scholars address 
broader issues, including: institutional development of Masonic structures, the social role of the Order within 
American society, interaction between Freemasonry and public or state institutions, transformation of ritual 
and symbolic systems, formation of corporate identity.  

The Source-Critical Turn 
One of the most significant developments in modern historiography is the source-critical turn. Attention 

has shifted from published commemorative histories to a wide range of primary sources, including: 
commandery minutes, annual Proceedings of Grand Commanderies, financial and administrative records, 
personal archives of members, visual materials (photographs, regalia, uniforms).  

Particularly important is the introduction into scholarly circulation of previously unpublished archival 
materials. This shift enables researchers to move beyond compilative narratives toward reconstructing the 
actual everyday life of commanderies, including their organizational practices, social networks, and internal 
mechanisms of operation. 

Within this framework, museum objects are increasingly treated as full-fledged historical sources, 
bringing Masonic historiography closer to the methodologies of material culture studies and museum 
research. 

Interdisciplinary Character 
Modern analytical historiography is distinctly interdisciplinary. It incorporates methods from: social 

history, institutional analysis, cultural anthropology, visual studies, history of everyday life.  
This approach allows commanderies to be understood not merely as ritual bodies but as social 

institutions embedded within the broader context of American society. 
For example, the study of Templar participation in charitable and patriotic initiatives—particularly 

during wartime—reveals their role in shaping civic culture. Similarly, analysis of ritual and symbolism helps 
reconstruct the system of values and collective identity of the fraternity. 

Institutional and Comparative Approaches 
Comparative analysis plays an increasingly important role in contemporary historiography. Scholars 

compare: the development of different commanderies within a single jurisdiction, the characteristics of 
various Grand Commanderies, regional differences in practice and symbolism.  

This enables the identification of both general patterns and local particularities in the evolution of the 
Order. 

At the same time, the institutional approach continues to develop at a more advanced level. Researchers 
now examine not only governance structures but also: mechanisms of membership reproduction, models of 
interaction between organizational levels, processes of standardization and reform.  

New Research Centers and Publication Practices 
The modern stage is also characterized by the emergence of new research centers, including university-

based and independent scholarly initiatives. Specialized academic publications play a crucial role by: 
publishing studies based on archival materials, introducing new sources into scholarly circulation, 
establishing a unified academic style of presentation.  

Contemporary publication practices are marked by: the use of scholarly apparatus (citations, sources, 
methodology), clearly structured research design, orientation toward an international academic audience.  

Reassessment of the Individual and Microhistory 
Another important trend is the development of a microhistorical approach. Studies increasingly focus on: 

individual commanderies, specific historical figures, local communities.  
However, unlike the jubilee tradition, such works go beyond description and aim to: identify typical and 

unique features, demonstrate connections between local and national levels, reconstruct real practices and 
everyday life.  

Critical Approach and Reinterpretation of Tradition 
Modern historiography is also distinguished by a more pronounced critical perspective. Scholars seek to: 

distinguish historical facts from later interpretations, reassess established narratives, identify mythologized 
elements in traditional accounts of the Order.  

This is particularly important for the study of early periods, where sources are often fragmentary or 
ideologically influenced. 

 
4. Conclusion 
The conducted historiographical analysis makes it possible to trace the long and multi-layered evolution 

of studies devoted to the history of commanderies of the Masonic Order of Knights Templar in the United 
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States. The works examined, spanning the period from the mid-nineteenth century to the early twenty-first 
century, demonstrate a gradual transition from descriptive-apologetic forms to a fully developed scholarly 
interpretation of this phenomenon. 

At the early stage (mid-nineteenth century), historiography was shaped primarily within a memorial and 
educational tradition. Works of this period were rhetorical and apologetic in nature, emphasizing the 
antiquity, legitimacy, and symbolic continuity of the Order. Historical material was presented as part of an 
ideological narrative aimed at strengthening the internal identity of the fraternity. 

In the subsequent period, particularly in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the so-called 
commemorative (jubilee) school emerged. Its representatives produced detailed chronicles of individual 
commanderies, introducing a substantial body of factual material into circulation. Despite their continued 
orientation toward an internal audience, these works laid the groundwork for further research through the 
systematization of sources and the preservation of institutional memory. 

At the same time, regionally synthetic historiography began to take shape, attempting to move beyond 
local studies and consider the development of the Order within broader territorial and institutional contexts. 
Works of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries demonstrate an increasing interest in statistical 
data, comparative analysis, and the structure of Grand Commanderies. Regional differences in 
methodological approaches also became evident, reflecting the cultural and historical diversity of different 
parts of the United States. 

The mid-twentieth century marked a stage of systematization, during which previously accumulated 
material was generalized and conceptualized. Historiography acquired a more structured character, with 
increased attention to institutional analysis, chronology, and documentary foundations. Studies of this 
period contributed to the formation of a more comprehensive understanding of the Order as a stable 
organizational system. 

The modern stage of historiographical development is characterized by a transition to analytical and 
interdisciplinary approaches. The focus has expanded beyond institutional structures to include social 
functions, cultural practices, symbolic systems, and material culture. A significant role is played by the 
expansion of the source base, including archival documents, visual materials, and museum artifacts. This 
allows scholars to move from description to interpretation and from the recording of facts to their 
explanation. 

Particular importance is attached to the application of source criticism and comparative methods, as well 
as to the development of microhistorical studies focused on individual commanderies and personalities 
within broader historical processes. Contemporary historiography seeks to overcome the limitations of 
earlier traditions, including their apologetic nature and local scope, offering instead a more critical and 
comprehensive understanding of the Order’s history. 

Thus, the historiography of the commanderies of the Masonic Order of Knights Templar has evolved 
from an internal corporate memory into an independent field of academic inquiry. Its development reflects 
broader trends in historical scholarship: the transition from description to analysis, from isolated studies to 
interdisciplinary synthesis. 

At the same time, several promising directions remain for future research. These include: the broader 
introduction of archival materials from individual commanderies into scholarly circulation; comparative 
studies of different jurisdictions; analysis of material culture and visual representation; and the study of the 
social role of Masonic structures within the context of American history.  

In this regard, the further development of historiography is closely linked to the deepening of 
methodological approaches and the expansion of the source base, which will make it possible to more fully 
reveal the significance of commanderies as an important element of the social, cultural, and institutional 
history of the United States. 
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